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yarn n.  
1. a spun thread;  

2. a story often having 
incredible elements 
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Hello Everyone 
The Coronavirus is now disrupting life in most parts of the world. Norfolk is a rural county, on the eastern 
side of England and has been less affected than many areas of the UK. Nevertheless, we do still have a number 
of confirmed cases of the virus, although we don't know of any locally. 

We sincerely hope that none of our friends and customers has been personally affected by this terrible 
disease and our heartfelt sympathies are sent to anyone who has been ill or lost loved ones. 

As a result of the restrictions, all of the yarn shows we were due to attend over the next few months have 
been cancelled. We are still permitted to trade online and our local Post Office is still accepting packages, so 
we are able to post orders at the moment – although we will only be posting once or twice a week. Whilst it 
is unlikely that the virus would survive on our mailing bags, it is suggested that these are opened carefully on 
receipt and disposed of immediately, and that you wash your hands 
thoroughly after handling any package. 

Yarn is not an essential supply but it has been shown that crafts and hobbies 
are important sources of interest and comfort in difficult times, and the 
gentle, repetitive nature of knitting and crochet in particular can bring benefits 
to those who are stressed. If you are able to place an order, we very much 
appreciate your custom. We’ll do everything we can to get orders to you 
safely, even if it takes a little longer than usual. We will keep the website 
updated regularly with new stocks and special offers, and we have several new 
designs in the pipeline, so watch this space. 

Stay safe, look after yourselves and your loved ones and we will get through 
this.  

 

Yarn Clubs 
Although we’re still able to post out orders at present, with likely delays to 
deliveries and particularly to international mail, we’ve decided to rest our 
Yarn Club for the time being.  We hope to be able to start up again in time 
for the July to September Club, so keep an eye out for news in due course. 

The final skeins for our Glens and Braes Club were posted in March and 
hopefully have arrived with everyone by now, so we can share them with 
everyone now.  The colourways have proved very popular and we look 
forward to seeing what projects you choose for them.  They will all be added 
to the online range in the next few weeks.  

.Yarn Club items (top to bottom):  
“Road to the Isles” in Alpaca Silk Cashmere,  
“Glorious Glencoe” in Baby Camel Silk, and  

“Moody Skies over Mull” in our Merino Yak Silk blend. 
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Spring into Wonder-Wool 
As you will read later, under “On the Road …”, sadly all of our shows – up to the end of August – have been 
cancelled due to the virus, and we anticipate that the rest of the year will follow shortly. Although we may no 
longer be in ‘lockdown’ by September, we don’t expect that large gatherings, such as shows and other public 
events, will be back on anyone’s calendars until this time next year. 

But while we can’t get out to see all of you, there will be opportunities for you to join us online, as the 
organisers of Spring into Wool and Wonderwool Wales have 
both decided to hold virtual shows.  We do hope lots of people 
will feel able to support these events, which will both have lost 
money over the cancellations. 

The Spring into Wool offering will be a new permanent website 
which you can find at https://www.onlinewoolshow.com/ and 
features lots of your favourite stalls as well as videos and demos.  
We’re listing a selection of our yarns and kits there, including 
some colours that aren’t on our website yet, so do check it out 
- it launches this Saturday, 18 April. 

Here you can see Julie with our “mini” stand that we built at 
home so we could make a short video clip about the Online 
Wool Show which starts this weekend.  

Wonderwool Wales are holding a virtual event on both Facebook and Instagram over the weekend the show 
would have been held, 25-26 April - check out their pages for more info.  There will be posts from a number 
of stalls and links to vendors’ own websites for shopping. 

 

‘Lockdown’  Knit-along 
As it seems the restrictions on movement may continue for some weeks or months for many of us, we 
thought this might be a good time to have a Summer Knitalong.  Starting on 1 May and continuing through to 
the end of July, you are invited to work your choice of Julie’s designs in a Watercolours & Lace yarn.  There 
are four categories - 4-ply shawls, laceweight/fine lace shawls, crochet designs and Fair Isle hats - and we will 
award prizes of £25 gift vouchers to a winner and runner-up drawn at random in each category.   

You can enter as many times and in as many categories as you like, but you’ll only be able to win one prize.  
The projects should be ones you’re starting from 1 May onwards, not ones which have previously been 
completed.  Each category will be set up as a separate thread in our Ravelry forum group, but for those who 
don’t use Ravelry you’re welcome to email photos and details of your project(s) to 
julie@watercoloursandlace.co.uk for inclusion in the draw - use the heading “Lockdown Knitalong” as your 
email subject.  We’ll need to know the pattern, yarn and colourway you’ve used.… 
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New Yarns 
We have a new addition to our range of pure silk yarns.  This is a Fine Spun Silk Lace 
and is a 2/30nm yarn, giving 1,500m per 100g.  It’s soft and smooth, with the sheen 
you expect of spun silk and ideal for fine lacework such as shawls.  Those of you who 
enjoy working fine Shetland lace but prefer working with silk will enjoy this one.  We 
buy the yarn in 5kg bales and the first batch of skeins we’ve dyed have tended to be 
just a little under 100g, so we’ve marked them all as 95g/1,425m (although you’ll 
probably get 98-99g) and they’re listed at £20 each.   

Colourways (top to bottom): Misty Sunrise Over the Norfolk Broads,  
Pretty Flamingo, Red Sky in the Morning, Rose Leaf Pale 

You can find the first batch on the website here: 

 

New Design 
We had hoped to launch the Ulyana Shawl as a new mystery knitalong by now but 
sadly Julie injured her hand last month and hasn’t been able to knit very much, so the 
laceweight version of her design isn’t quite finished yet. 

Also, due to the ongoing lockdown in many parts of the world and the need for 
projects to occupy our time, we thought our knitters might prefer not to have to wait 
for clues for a new design.  Therefore, we have decided to release the 4-ply version 
as a full pattern, as soon as it is finished, which we hope will be early next week. If you 
buy via Ravelry you’ll get the laceweight pattern automatically and if you buy a printed 
version, we will email the updated pattern when we have added the laceweight section. 

The shawl is worked in two colour stripes in our British Suri Alpaca Silk 4-ply.  This is a 450m/100g 4-ply, so 
you could also use our British Alpaca Silk 4-ply or the 
British Alpaca Wool 4-ply which are both the same 
length.  You’ll need a 100g skein of each colour.  It’s a 
large shawl which is a hybrid between a wide triangle and 
a crescent, with increases at both side edges and either 
side of a central spine stitch. 

The stripes feature lace patterns as well as some garter 
stitch and stocking stitch for added texture and there is 
optional beading to the lace edging. 

Here is Julie wearing her magnificent new shawl design 
Ulyana, which stretches out to an amazing 92 cm (36 
inches) deep at the centre back with a wingspan of 230 
cm (90 inches) 

We’re offering a discount on kits for this design, which include the printed pattern, two skeins of yarn and a 
pack of size 6 seed beads.  Usually in the Suri alpaca blend this would be over £55 but we’re selling the kits for 
£49.50 each.  You’ll find them on the website here.  We also have some kits in the other British Alpaca blends 
which are again discounted. 
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Accessorising 
We wanted to let you know that Alan has introduced another finished 
piece of project luggage. This is a Bobbin Roll. Unfortunately, we failed 
to take a picture of any that have been sent out so far! It is similar to a 
crochet hook roll, with the following dimensions: 

Height: 17cms; Width 32cms, wide enough for 15 pockets, each 
holding two bobbins 

The new rolls will be available in our usual selection of fabrics – see 
our catalogue here. It is priced at £12 and should be postable at 
standard letter rates. 

 

Did You Know - #62 – Ryeland 
One of the great things about being interested in yarn and wool is that whenever you think “Well what will 
we talk about next month … ?”, something will always turn up. We live in a small village in Norfolk and there 
are plenty of hard-working small holders around us. On the way into Diss, the nearest town (with the closest 
food shop), is a field with a small group of alpaca! But as we were coming home the other day, we decided to 
come a slightly different way and found a small herd of mixed-coloured sheep at the end of our road. We  
made contact with the owners and discovered that they were Ryeland sheep …  The images below are from 
this small flock …  

The Ryeland is one of the oldest English sheep breeds going back seven 
centuries when the monks of Herefordshire bred sheep and grazed them 
on the rye pastures, giving them their name.  

The breed was developed in the area surrounding Ross-on-Wye and was 
highly prized for its fleece. The wool clip was of exceptional quality, and 
this was partly attributed to the succulence of the grazing – a reflection of 
the excellent pastoral conditions of the area.  Mediaeval records show 
that Dore Abbey ran a flock of 3,000 of these sheep, and the monks were 
responsible for weighing and conveying the wool crop to Hereford for 
collection prior to shipment overseas. It was mostly sent to Flanders, 
highly important in the wool trade at this time, and also to Italy, fetching 
the highest price in Europe in the 
13th-14th centuries.  

Ryeland wool became the measure against which the quality of other 
wools was assessed. During the 16th Century the breed increased in 
popularity, possibly helped by the supposed fact that Queen Elizabeth I 
was a strong supporter of Ryeland wool. Apparently a pair of stockings, 
given to her as a gift, pleased her so much that she swore that she would 
thereafter only wear clothing made from Ryeland wool.  

The breed widened its geographical spread, moving up towards 
Leominster which was the main wool market in the area. The wool 
became so highly valued that it was termed “Lemster Ore”.  

It is also believed that the Lord Chancellor’s seat in the House of Lords, 
the “Wool Sack”, was originally stuffed with Ryeland fleeces. It has since 
been re-stuffed with wool from around the Commonwealth as a gesture of unity and friendship. 

In addition to their fine fleeces, Ryelands have always been highly regarded for their quality meat. The number 
of breeds specifically developed for meat production increased dramatically in the latter half of the 18th 
Century thanks to the pioneering work of Robert Bakewell.  
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Ryelands became popular for crossing with Dorset, Lincoln, Cotswold, and Leicester sheep as part of the huge 
interest in breed improvements brought about by the legacy of Bakewell.  Ryelands were also significant in the 
development of the Poll Dorset*, and was the likely source of the polled gene.  

However, the opening years of the twentieth century saw little interest in 
pure bred Ryelands from commercial farmers and the formation of a new 
breed society was partly a response to this situation. The Ryeland Flock 
Book Society was founded by eight breeders in 1903, a time that saw the 
establishment of a considerable number of our traditional sheep breed 
societies. The main aim was to encourage the breeding of Ryelands both in 
the UK and overseas, and to ensure that the purity of the breed was 
maintained. Also, a Flock Book was to be published annually, and sheep 
would be registered in it with details of their pedigrees being recorded. Both 
of these aims were achieved very quickly – Volume 1 of the flock book 
comprised of 14 flocks, ranging in size from 14 to 280 ewes, and listed 135 
registered rams. 

Ryelands prospered during the 1920s, with some 80 registered flocks, with 
the breed taking a hefty 12 prizes at the 1922 Smithfield show!  Growth in the breeding population continued 
(despite a small downturn during the Great Depression) into the 1940s. During this period, Ryelands were 
exported all over the globe, particularly to Australia and New Zealand, where affiliate breed societies were 
founded.  

The first Ryelands made it to New Zealand in 1903, and Australia in 1919. However, the end of the Second 
World War saw the beginning of a significant decline in Ryeland numbers. In 1952 there were only 40 Ryeland 
flocks remaining. By 1974, only 980 registered breeding ewes remained, a situation which caused it to be listed 
as rare by the then newly formed Rare Breeds Survival Trust. The combined efforts of the RBST, the Ryeland 
Flock Book Society and a band of dedicated breeders have turned around the breed’s fortunes. 

Today it is numerically healthy. The number of flocks has risen, but flock sizes are much smaller than 
previously, bearing out the fact that most Ryelands are now kept as “hobby” sheep, rather than as a 
commercial breed. The Ryeland Flock Book Society has in the region of 800 members made up of Ryeland and 
Coloured Ryeland breeders. 

Ryeland sheep sometimes produce coloured lambs as the result of the expression of recessive colour genes. 
These Coloured Ryelands have no gene for whiteness and so, when bred together, always produce coloured 
lambs. Fleece colours vary from palest silver through many shades of grey to black. Occasionally fawn or dark 
brown may occur and the body colour may be uniform or spotted or patched. 

The Ryeland Flock Book Society set up a Coloured Ryeland Register in 1989, allowing members who were 
interested in these sheep to register them. A Coloured Ryeland Group (CRG)was formed in 1996 to cater for 
the interests of Coloured Ryeland Breeders and did much sterling work in promoting the attributes of 
Coloured Ryelands. In 2010 the Ryeland Flock Book Society  gave the Coloured Ryeland equal status with the 
Ryeland and provided breeders with a designated committee within the Society’s structures taking much of 
the work of the original CRG in house, which was consequently disbanded soon after. Although the coloured 
gene does occur in Great Britain, it seems to be unknown in Australia. 

Fleece 
To be good quality, stronger in rams than in ewes, deep in staple, thickly set on skin, handling firmly, free from 
coarseness and kemp and can be any natural colour or combination of colours (no colour or combination of 
colours to be preferable to any others). Quality to be equivalent to Bradford Count of 56’s - 58’s or finer. 
The wool resists felting. The staple length is generally 8 cm to 10 cm, with a fibre diameter of 25 to 28 
microns. The fleece on average weighs 2 kg to 3 kg. 

*   Footnote – The Dorset breed were described in this column in the October 2016 edition of ‘A Twisted 
Yarn’ 
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On the Road … 2020 
Unfortunately, 2020 seems to be one of those years! When our March edition of this newsletter was due, we 

had two one-day shows: one up here in St Ives on 14 March, and the second was in Chelmsford the following 

day. We have been to both shows in previous years, but sadly, the turnout was very poor, especially in 

Chelmsford, where we only saw around 50 people all day and most of the sales we made were to other 

exhibitors. By then, of course, we were getting concerned about Covid-19 and when we returned home after 

the weekend, we had even more bad news. All of our plans for shows in spring and summer this year have 

been thrown out, as all our shows from April through July were cancelled. 

The one good thing about these cancellations is that- for the most part – our applications and places have 

been carried forward to 2021, assuming that we are wending our way back to normal by then. 

 

 

 

On the Road … 2020 
All shows confirmed, except those marked (TBC)   YarnLace 

All shows with a grey background have been cancelled 
 
1 22 Feb Ware Lace Day Sele Farm Community Centre, Hertford 

2 14 Mar Fenland Lace Day Burgess Hall, St Ives 

3 15 Mar Essex Suppliers’ Fair Chelmer Valley HS, Chelmsford 

4 18-19 April Spring Into Wool The Grammar School, Leeds 

5 25-26 April Wonderwool Wales RW Showground, Builth Wells 

6 2-3 May Knit & Stitch Rheged Centre, Cumbria 

7 9 - 10 May Cornish Fibre Festival R Cornwall Showground, Wadebridge 

9 6-7 June Fibre Rocks Dela Warr Pavilion, Bexhill 

10 20-21 Jun Woolly Weekend Dilham Village Hall 

11 26-27 Jun Woolfest Mitchell’s Auctions, Cockermouth 

12 25-26 July Fibre East Redbourne College, Ampthill 

13 15 Aug (TBC) Appleyard Fayre Appleyard Farm, Banham 

14 5-6 Sep Southern Wool Show Newbury Racecourse 

15 26-27 Sep (TBC) Yarndale Skipton Auction Mart 

16 3 Oct  Fenland Fair  Burgess Hall, St Ives 

17 10-11 Oct (TBC) Bakewell Wool Gathering  Agric Centre, Bakewell 

19 14 Nov Suffolk Lace Day Kesgrave Community Centre 

20 21 Nov Aragon Lacemakers’ Day Addison Centre, Kempston 

21 5 Dec  Lace, N’craft and Quilting 
Christmas Fair 

Cranmore Park, Solihull 

 

Great Escape Weekends 
8 15-17 May Knitting Weekend Gorse Hill Hotel, Hook Heath Rd, Woking 

19 6-8 Nov Crochet Weekend Moor Hall, Cookham, Maidenhead 
 


